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D P  L A N G U A G E  A N D  L I T E R A T U R E  S Y L L A B U S   

( G R A D E S  1 1  A N D  1 2 ,  H L  A N D  S L )  

2 0 21- 20 23 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

DESCRIPTION 

Language and Literature is a course designed to challenge students when it comes to their approach to 
language, from its applications in academia to its myriad implementations as a creative device. In this course, 
students study a wide range of literary and non-literary texts in a variety of media.  

By examining communicative acts across literary form and textual type alongside appropriate secondary 
readings, students will investigate the nature of language itself and the ways in which it shapes and is 
influenced by identity and culture. Approaches to study in the course are meant to be wide ranging and will 
include literary theory, sociolinguistics, media studies, and critical discourse analysis, among others.  
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EXPECTATIONS AND GOALS 

The aims of studies in language and literature are to enable students to:  

1. engage with a range of texts, in a variety of media and forms, from different periods, styles, and 
cultures;  

2. develop skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing, presenting and performing;  
3. develop skills in interpretation, analysis and evaluation;  
4. develop sensitivity to the formal and aesthetic qualities of texts and an appreciation of how they 

contribute to diverse responses and open up multiple meanings;  
5. develop an understanding of relationships between texts and a variety of perspectives, cultural 

contexts, and local and global issues and an appreciation of how they contribute to diverse responses 
and open up multiple meanings; 

6. develop an understanding of the relationships between studies in language and literature and other 
disciplines; 

7. communicate and collaborate in a confident and creative way; and 
8. foster a lifelong interest in and enjoyment of language and literature.  
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GUIDED CONCEPTS AND GLOBAL ISSUES 

The following are concepts used to frame the units of study and the HL essay:  

• IDENTITY 
• CULTURE 
• CREATIVITY 
• COMMUNICATION 
• PERSPECTIVE 
• TRANSFORMATION 
• REPRESENTATION 

Global issues will offer students the opportunity to engage in textual analysis, such as the individual oral 
exam, by focusing on the larger picture: 

• CULTURE, IDENTITY, and COMMUNITY 
• BELIEFS, VALUES, and EDUCATION 
• POLITICS, POWER, and JUSTICE 
• ART, CREATIVITY, and IMAGINATION 
• SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, and ENVIRONMENT 

COURSE MATERIALS 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE/WEBSITES 
 

 GALE Resource Library  

 King County Library Database 

 Microsoft OneNote (for Learner’s Portfolio)  

 Microsoft Word and PowerPoint 

 
OPTIONAL MATERIALS 

The Norton Introduction to Literature, edited by Kelly J. Mays 

 
REQUIRED TEXTS  

MAIN TEXTS FOR EXAMINATION:  

1. Plays: Ivanov; The Seagull; Uncle Vanya; Three Sisters; The Cherry Orchard, Anton Chekhov 
2. Hamlet (No Fear Shakespeare), William Shakespeare  
3. The Collected Poems, Sylvia Plath 
4. The Collected Poems, Cesar Vallejo 
5. Pastoralia, George Saunders  

https://www.amazon.com/Norton-Introduction-Literature-Shorter-Eleventh/dp/0393913392
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6. Stories of Vladimir Nabokov, Vladimir Nabokov 

ADDITIONAL REQUIRED READING:  

1. The Art of Syntax by Ellen Bryant Voigt 
2. The Art of the Poetic Line by James Longenbach 
3. Classical English Rhetoric by Ward Farnsworth  

COURSE OVERVIEW 

Semester  Topic Author 

1 Readers, Writers, Texts Shakespeare 
Chekhov 

2 Intertextuality  Saunders 
Nabokov 

3 Time & Space Plath 
Vallejo 

4 Exam Prep Revisit All Works 

EXAM SCHEDULE 

Date Subject 

1/30/23 (Monday) Internal Assessment (Individual Oral Exam)  

4/20/23 (Thursday) – 
5/19/23 (Friday) 

HL Paper 1 - 2h 15m  
SL Paper 1 - 2h 15m 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND RESOURCES 

THE LEARNER PORTFOLIO AND EXAMS 

Your Leaner Portfolio, or LP, will be in OneNote. It will be divided into units and examinations. You are expected to 
draw from your portfolio in order to complete the DP examinations, which will involve writing a response to a text and 
a comparative literary analysis as well as performing an oral exam.  

According to the IB, the components of a learning portfolio (LP) are reflective, exploratory, and evaluative. It is a 
journal, a diary, a notebook, and a cache of your mind at work all in one.  

Below are some potential casual-but-significant uses of your learning portfolio:  

• Taking notes  
• Sketching scenes in novels  
• Reflecting on your own progress as the year goes by  
• Writing down thoughts on books for each chapter, such as how they remind you of something  

you’ve seen in the news or some other book you’ve read  
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• Creating character or plot maps for a story or book  
• Writing down questions you might have while reading  
• Summarizing what we’ve talked about in discussions over a book or a passage  
• Organizing thoughts so that you can understand texts and prepare for discussions  

As you can see, a learner portfolio is, as the name implies, a collection of thoughts and writing that demonstrate how 
you are learning.  

The learner portfolio is also a space you’ll use to write formal, or official, responses and essays to familiarize yourself 
with DP examination expectations. Because you will add to your LP throughout the entirety of the course, which spans 
for two years, your LP will have old and new ideas, developed and undeveloped notions, making it essential for you to 
understand how you think and learn.  

Below are some examples of the more formal uses of the LP:  

• Completing classwork 
• Rating how challenging a specific book might be to you personally 
• Writing down an academic response to a passage you’ve never seen before 
• Breaking down diction and syntax in a book we’ve read, using specific quotes and page numbers 
• Writing whole research documents for an idea you’ve had about an author, book, or theme 
• A place for your teacher to give you feedback on your analyses 
• Pages and pages of analyses, first drafts, or original creative work to be turned in for class Official summaries of 

novels  

Summary: The learner portfolio is your own personal collection of thoughts, ideas, connections, analysis, feedback, and 
notes for the two years you will be taking this course.  

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 

Assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning. The most important aims of assessment in the Diploma Programme are 
that it should support curricular goals and encourage appropriate student learning. Both external and internal assessments are 
used in the Diploma Programme. IB examiners mark work produced for external assessment, while work produced for internal 
assessment is marked by teachers and externally moderated by the IB.  

Know, understand and interpret:  

• a range of texts, works and/or performances, and their meanings and implications  
• contexts in which texts are written and/or received  
• elements of literary, stylistic, rhetorical, visual and/or performance craft  
• features of particular text types and literary forms.  

Analyze and evaluate:  

• ways in which the use of language creates meaning  
• uses and effects of literary, stylistic, rhetorical, visual or theatrical techniques  
• relationships among different texts  
• ways in which texts may offer perspectives on human concerns.  

Communicate  

• ideas in clear, logical and persuasive ways  
• in a range of styles, registers and for a variety of purposes and situations  
• (for literature and performance only) ideas, emotion, character and atmosphere through performance.  
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INTERNAL ASSESSMENT – THE INDIVIDUAL ORAL EXAM 

The individual oral exam involves a graded, practiced, detailed formal discussion between the student and the teacher 
that is recorded and sent to IB examiners. 

It is the student’s answer to the question: Examine the ways in which the global issue of your choice is presented through 
the content and form of one of the works and one of the texts that you have studied.  

The oral exam involves:  

• A 40-line extract of one of the literary works read in class, which students haven’t used for another 
examination 

• A 40-line (or movie dialogue, song lyric, photograph, media, etc. equivalent) of one nonliterary work  
o The works must be clearly connected to a SPECIFIC ISSUE in the world, an issue that is RELATED to the 

list of global concepts 
• A 10-minute exploration or argument on how the texts BOTH illustrate this issue, presented to the teacher, 

followed by 5 minutes of teacher questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT – PAPER 1, PAPER 2, AND THE HL ESSAY 

OVERVIEW  

S T A N D A R D  L EV EL :  
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H IG H E R L E VE L:  
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PAPER 1 

In both SL and HL, Paper 1 is a “guided textual analysis” in which students analyze two pieces of text based on a 
question provided or an angle of their own. It tests a student’s ability to understand how language works as a general 
tool of communication. Paper 1 involves the following: 
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• Two types of non-literature “passages” (also called “stimuli”)— 
o cartoons, comics, advertisements, newspaper prints, travel guides, a random science article, 

instructions, etc. 
• A question beneath each passage, called a “guiding question”— 

o this will be about the design, look, feel, or any other element of the text. 

Students analyze the text through the question, or they may choose to focus on some other technical aspect of the 
text and how it creates meaning through language or visuals.   

PAPER 2 

In HL and SL, Paper 2 involves a comparative essay, written on the spot, about any two works you study in this course. 
It tests your ability to understand literature using a certain analytical angle of your own. Students get four questions 
and choose ONE to answer as a framework for their essay.  

The questions are open-ended and only “specific” about themes, movements, concepts, or literary elements—which 
themselves are all intentionally vague!  To this end, the student must find ways in which the texts from this course 
can answer any one of those questions.  

THE HL ESSAY 

The HL essay is an individual exploration of one of the texts based on a concept of your choosing. Throughout the 
course, you work with your teacher to plan, draft, re-draft, revise, and eventually turn in your HL essay.  What it is: 

• A 1,200-1,500-word cited, researched, focused, analytical argument examining a work of choice on a topic of 
choice from a literary perspective (more specific to literature) or linguistic perspective (more specific to 
language in general as a phenomenon)  

• Student may choose any text from the course for this essay, but it cannot be the same text chosen for Paper 
2 or the individual oral.  
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