
  MYP - I&S 

MYP individuals and societies encourages learners to respect and understand the world around them and 
equips them with the necessary skills to inquire into historical, contemporary, geographical, political, 
social, economic, religious, technological and cultural factors that have an impact on individuals, societies 
and environments. It encourages learners, both students and teachers, to consider local and global contexts. 

MYP individuals and societies incorporates disciplines traditionally studied under the general term “the 
humanities” (such as history and philosophy), as well as disciplines in the social sciences (such as 
economics, business management, geography, sociology and political science). 

In this subject group, students can engage with exciting, stimulating and personally relevant topics and 
issues. Many sensitive and personally challenging topics require careful consideration in the context of a 
safe and responsible learning environment characterized by respect and open-mindedness. The study of 
individuals and societies helps students to appreciate critically the diversity of human culture, attitudes and 
beliefs. Courses in this subject group are important for helping students to recognize that content and 
methodology can be debatable and controversial, and for practicing the tolerance of uncertainty. 

The IB’s approach to individuals and societies includes a strong focus on inquiry and investigation. 
Students collect, describe and analyze data used in studies of societies; test hypotheses; and learn how to 
interpret increasingly complex information, including original source material. This focus on real-world 
examples, research and analysis is an essential aspect of the subject group. 

The study of individuals and societies helps students to develop their identities as individuals and as 
responsible members of local and global communities. These explorations of our common humanity are 
intrinsically interesting, and disciplines in this subject group are filled with potential for creating in students 
a lifelong fascination with “the human story” as it continues to evolve in an era of rapid change and 
increasing interconnectedness. Studies in individuals and societies are essential for developing empathy and 
international-mindedness, including the idea that “other people, with their differences, can also be right.” 

Criteria & Standards 

The curriculum is based upon both the I&S Criteria and the Common Core ELA and History/Social Studies 
Standards. The Common Core Standards can be accessed below:  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/ 

IB Middle Years Program  

Year 1 - Individuals & Society



Unit Summaries 

Semester 1 

 Semester 2 

Homework 

Homework may be assigned Monday - Friday, but students are not expected to work on the weekend, 
unless they are completing make up work. Typically, homework will comprise unfinished class work, 
studying, and project work. I will always do my best to provide students with adequate time in class to 
complete the majority of their work. 

Unit 1: Belief & Society 

This unit will explore how social stratification and social norms shape human experience and identity. Additionally, 
students will investigate how the beliefs found in myths and religions have shaped the human experience throughout time 
and across the globe. Additionally, this will be an interdisciplinary unit that studies parallel concepts along with the 
Spanish class.

Unit 4: Politics & Power 

During this unit, students will explore different types of political systems, leadership, and power dynamics across Ancient 
and Medieval History. The analysis of the rise and fall of various empires, systems, and leaders will allow students to 
conceptually explore civics and the various manifestations of power in government. The unit will culminate with an 
evaluation of these concepts in a modern context. 

Unit 3: Strategy & Competition 

Competition is a fundamental part of human history and interaction. This is an interdisciplinary unit that will use Henry 
Mintzberg’s five components of strategy to explore parallels across multiple disciplines. Ancient military conflict during 
the Punic Wars will be analyzed alongside modern case studies of economic competition. Furthermore, in this 
interdisciplinary unit, the Physical Education classes will explore these components in tandem, allowing students to 
practice application and reflection in real time. 

Unit 2: Cultural Expression & Change 

Students will explore how different types of creative expression evolve and change over time. They will specifically 
analyze these shifts through the lens of culture and explore the role that global interactions play in such changes. 
Additionally, this will be an interdisciplinary unit that studies parallel concepts along with the Visual Arts class.



Assessment 

For a detailed description of our Assessment Policies, please see our assessment Policy Handbook on our 
website.  

Willows Preparatory School teachers create and implement both formative and summative assessments, 
both of which are related to each other and integral to the learning process.  

Formative Assessment (20% of semester grade)  

Formative assessments comprise any work that make up the process of memorizing content, exploring 
concepts, and learning skills. Classwork, homework, short quizzes, and other short assessments comprise 
formative work. Two different types of rubrics will be used at varying points to assess formative work. 

Formative Completion Rubric: This rubric will be used to assess formative assessments solely based 
upon completion, effort, and adherence to the directions. These formative assessments will not be graded 
based upon specific criteria or standards, as some occasions are simply for practice. Standard based 
feedback will be provided in class. 

Formative Accuracy Rubric: This rubric will be used to assess the accuracy of formative assessments 
based upon IB Criteria and Common Core Standards. This rubric will only assess accuracy, and will not 
assess completion. However, if an assessment is largely incomplete, does not follow directions, or does not 
meet the standards of effort, it will be receive a 0 and the student will be asked to redo the formative until 
the target skills can be adequately assessed. 

*Not all formative work will be given a score. 

Summative Assessment (80% of semester grade) 

Each unit will end with a culminating project oriented around student inquiry. Where the formative work 
represents the process, the summative work represents the product. This is where we conduct the final 
assessment to see if they comprehend the content, understand the concepts in great depth, and are proficient 
in the relevant academic skills. However, the culminating project will not be the only summative 
assessment found within each unit. Students will have multiple opportunities to demonstrate their abilities 
through exams, shorter projects, and writing prompts, etc. This way, student summative grades will be 
based upon multiple opportunities to demonstrate ability and improve. Overall, summative assessments are 
assessed based upon the the Individuals & Society Criterion: 

Summative Accuracy Rubric: Summative assessments will always be assessed based upon accuracy. 
Rubrics detailing specific IB criteria will also have task specific checklists that directly connect to Common 
Core Standards, making expectations crystal clear for students. If the summative assessment is largely 
incomplete, does not follow directions, or does not meet the standards of effort, it will be receive a 0 and 
the student will be asked to redo the summative until the target skills can be adequately assessed. However, 

Criteria A: Knowing & Understanding - 20%

Criteria B: Investigating - 20%

Criteria C: Communication 

Criteria D: Critical Thinking

- 

-

20% 

20% 



if a summative occurs at the end of a semester, this opportunity will not be given, as final grades will 
be due. 

*Rubrics are subject to change based upon the needs of the class. 

*The majority of feedback will occur verbally in class. Rubrics will be the primary tool used to 
communicate feedback on Managebac, and further depth in the explanation of grades will be elaborated 
with individual students in class.  

*In IB, a 7 is the top score received for fully satisfying all of the rubric requirements. An 8 means that a 
student did something remarkable outside of the rubric requirements. Therefore, most formatives will not be 
eligible for an 8, as they are meant as short formative observations. There will however be opportunities to 
receive an 8 on some summative assessments. 

Submission Guidelines 

*These are general course guidelines and it should be noted that Mr. Hollister may alter or add additional, 
more specific requirements for submission guidelines throughout the year.  
  

Files  

While work may be initially conducted on paper and in OneNote, all work is submitted in ManageBac. I 
do not accept submissions anywhere else. Scores and rubrics will be provided on ManageBac as well. 

Late Work  

1. Late work must be submitted within one week of the original due date.  
2. Late assessments that are not due to sickness are docked one point on the rubric score for each day 

they are submitted late. 

Revision 

Summative Revision 

- On most summative assessments, students who receive a 3 or lower will be able to revise their 
work for a higher score, up to a 6, as long as the work is completed within 1 week of receiving the 
grade.  

- Scores higher than a 3 are the student’s final score on a Summative. This is the case because a 4 is 
considered to be “the standard” in IB.  

- The one exception to this rule applies to final summative assessments that occur at the end of each 
semester. Since grades are due shortly after their completion, revision will not be allowed.  

    

Formative Revision 

- Some formatives will be allowed to be revised. This will occur on a case by case basis depending on the 
format of the formative. Students are required to ask if a formative is eligible for revision before 
submitting a revised version. 



Submitting Late Or Revised Work 

- YOU MUST NOTIFY ME THROUGH EMAIL when you have submitted late work or revised work. 
a. YOU MUST PUT 'LATE WORK'  OR ‘REVISED WORK’ IN THE SUBJECT LINE. 
b. YOU MUST STATE WHAT ASSIGNMENT WAS SUBMITTED IN THE EMAIL. 
c. I usually don't respond to Late Work or Revised emails, they are like a checklist for me to 

use when grading. 

Tests  

1. If you miss a summative test (unless it is a documented emergency and have a doctor's note or 
other documentation) you will NOT be able to make it up and will receive a 0.  

2. If you know you will be missing school the day of a summative test, you may ask permission from 
me to take the test early.  

3. NO MAKE-UP TESTS ARE ALLOWED (unless it is a documented emergency and you have a 
doctor's note, or other documentation).  

Missing Class  

1. If you are missing class, please check ManageBac for instructions and resources. 
2. It is your responsibility to contact the teacher and complete work you have missed.  
3. Please ask for help if you are uncertain about the concepts or need assistance!  

Plagiarism & Copying 

Plagiarism is taken very seriously. If a student presents material that is not their own work (outside of 
citation), they copy the work of other students, or share their work for other students to copy, the student 
will receive an automatic 0 and their parents and the administration will be notified. 

Student Conduct 

In order to maintain a safe and enjoyable time at school, students are expected to behave in a responsible 
manner. Violations of student conduct outlined in the Handbook will result in consequences. 
  

Consequences 

1. One to two warnings 
2. Contact Parents 
3. Student Meeting With Administration 

* consequences will vary based upon the frequency and severity of the offense 

Cell Phones  

Cell phones must be off and stored. If they are being used at any time or accidentally ring, they will be 
confiscated and delivered to the administration. 



Classroom Computer Use  

Laptops will be used regularly in class for lessons, notes, and activities. Students should not be checking 
emails, grades, chatting via Teams, or any other activities on their computer unless the teacher has 
given them permission. If a student is found not using a computer appropriately, the computer will be 
taken away until the end of class and the following will take place:  

• 1st Time: A warning from administration.   
• 2nd Time: An email sent home to parents.   
• 3rd Time: Meet with administration and discuss possible repercussions.   

   

Student Name (Print) _______________________________________________ 

Student Signature ______________________________ Date _______________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature ___________________________ Date ___________ 


